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VOLUNTEER MEDICAL SERVICE.

ON Tuesday last the deputation which had been appointed
tat the meeting of Volunteer Medical Officers on the 10th inst.,
-had an interview with the Inspector-General of Volunteers at
the War Office. Its instructions, in the words of the reso-
lution nominating it, were " to request his sanction to the
establishment of a field hospital, under charge of volunteer
- medical officers, for the use of the volunteer troops who will
take part in the review at Wimbledon on the 22nd instant."
The deputation informed the Inspector-General that the

- volunteer medical officers were prepared, with his sanction,
,to establish a field hospital for the desired purpose. The

Inspector-General replied that as there was already very
complete hospital accommodation on the ground he did not
.think that Government would sanction the establishment
of another hospital. In answer to an inquiry, he stated
his impression that there could be no possible objection
to volunteer surgeons themselves applying the necessary
’treatment in that hospital to any of their own men who

might be injured. As this, however, was a point upon which
he could not speak with authority, he would ask the question
of the Director-General of the Army Medical Department.
The reply should be sent to the Committee if possible by
Thursday evening. He remarked that it was evidently in the
power of any wounded volunteer to object to be treated by
any but his own medical officer. The deputation concluded
by stating its conviction that if the point in question could be
arranged it would be very satisfactory to the volunteer sur-
geons, who would avail themselves of the hospital accom-
modation already on the ground.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-The Committee of Volunteer Medical Officers have
just received from the War Office the enclosed correspond-
ence, which I shall feel obliged by your publishing in this
week’s impression of THE LANCET.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
THOMAS WAKLEY, F.R.C.S.,

Chairman of the Committee of Volunteer Medical Officers.
7, Arlington-street, July 20th, 1865.

I July 20th, 1865.

I 
DEAR SiR,-I herewith enclose a copy of a letter which I

have just received from Surgeon-Major Wyatt, of the Cold-

I stream Guards, and from which you will perceive that thequestion respecting the admission of volunteer medical officers
with their patients into the hospital tent at Wimbledon during
the review on Saturday next, has been satisfactorily settled.

Believe me yours sincerely,
T. Buzzard, Esq., 31.D. GEORGE ERSEJNB.

Care of T. Wakley, Esq., 7, Arlington-street,
Piccadilly, W.

- National Rifle Association Camp,
Wimbledon, July 19th, 1865.

DEAR COLONEL ERSKINE,-I have had the pleasure to
receive your communication with reference to the question of
supervision submitted to you by the deputation of volunteer
medical officers yesterday, and also the enclosure of a copy of
the Director-General’s reply to your letter. I can only say
that, having been placed here as the military surgeon in charge
of the hospitals, and responsible to the Government for all
occurrences which may happen during the occupancy of the
camp by the regular and volunteer troops, I feel, of course, that
some amount of supervision would necessarily be expected from
me in case of any accident occurring at the review on Satur-
day ; but I most cordially subscribe to the view expressed by
the Director-General, and shall feel it my duty to place at the
disposal of the volunteer medical officers any amount of hos-
pital accommodation or appliance which the Secretary of State
for War has so liberally supplied for all emergencies, and at
the same time I shall be too happy to render any personal
assistance which may be required of me by the volunteer
medical officers. I remain, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN WYATT, Surgeon-Major.
Colonel Erskine, Inspector-General of

Volunteers, War Office.

Copy of question submitted.

Supposing that an accident occurs to a volunteer during the
review at Wimbledon on Saturday next, requiring his admis-
sion into the hospital tent, is the medical officer of his corps
entitled to accompany him into the tent and there conduct
any treatment which the case may require ?

A GOOD EXAMPLE.-The Governors of St. Mary’s
Hospital, Paddington, have lately received the munificent do-
nation of 91000 from a lady residing in the neighbourhood.
In accordance with the donor’s directions, it is to be invested
for the permanent benefit of the charity.

THOMAS WAKLEY, F.R.C.S.,
Chairman of the Committee of Volunteer Medical Officers,

T. Buzzard, Esq., M.D.
Care of T. Wakley, Esq., 7, Arlington-street,

Piccadilly, W.

GEORGE ERSKINE.

JOHN WYATT, Surgeon-Major.
Colonel Erskine, Inspector-General of

Volunteers, War Office.


